ABOUT THE
MAINE BIRD ATLAS

« The Maine Bird Atlas is a project to sur-
vey and map the distribution and abun-
dance of breeding and wintering birds in
Maine.

« The project will be run over five years
(2018-2022) and will engage the efforts of
numerous volunteers.

» Maine conducted its first breeding bird
atlas between 1978 and 1983. Completing
this second atlas will allow researchers
and conservationists to track changes in
Maine’s bird populations.

« Bird are excellent indicators of envi-
ronmental health. As such, this project is
important, not just for Maine birds, but
for the overall environmental health of the

state.

“Join Maine’s
Largest Avian
Citizen Science

The Maine Bird Atlas is
a project of Maine Department
of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife

(mefishwildlife.com)

In partnership with
Maine Natural History Observatory
Maine Audubon
Biodiversity Research Institute
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maine.gov/birdatlas 2018-2022




HOW TO GET STARTED

START BIRDWATCHING

The first phase of the Maine Bird Atlas aims
to collect observations of birds displaying
breeding behavior. When you see a bird,
make a note of any breeding behavior (see
side panel for complete breeding code list).
To submit data to the Maine Bird Atlas proj-
ect, you only need to know three things:

« Date and location

« Species you observed

« Bird behaviors you observed

SEND US YOUR OBSERVATIONS

Whether you are submitting a single bird
observation from your backyard or sur-
veying a ‘Block’, you will need to send your
observations to the Maine Bird Atlas. You
can submit your data directly to eBird (the
Maine Bird Atlas portal) on your comput-
er, tablet, or phone through the eBird app
(ebird.org/atlasme) or send paper data-
sheets to a regional coordinator.

TO LEARN MORE

Go to: www.maine.gov/birdatlas to learn
more about the project and download in-
structions. If you have any questions or
need assistance, contact the Atlas Coordi-
nator, Glen Mittelhauser (mainebirdatlas@
gmail.com).

ENJOY BIRD WATCHING:?
ADOPT AN ATLAS BLOCK

Volunteer to spend 20 hours of bird watching
in a specific nine-square mile block over the
five years of the project. Choose from over
4,000 Atlas blocks across Maine and enjoy
bird watching alone or with friends. See web-
site for Atlas block maps.

HAVE A BIRD FEEDER?
SUBMIT INDIVIDUAL SIGHTINGS

Do you see chickadees when you walk your
dog? Do bluebirds nest in your backyard bird
boxes every year? Do you enjoy watching wild
turkeys? Even observations of common spe-
cies help the Maine Bird Atlas! Take note of
any breeding behavior your see.

WANT TO IMPROVE YOUR
BIRDING SKILLS?

JOIN A BIRDING GROUP

Not only is birding with a group fun, it is

a great way to learn new birds and explore
beautiful locations around Maine. Contact
Doug Hitchcox at Maine Audubon (dhitch-
cox@maineaudubon.org) to find a birding
group near you!
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